1968 Camaro Rs Headlight Door Installation Guide

1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Installation Guide: A
Comprehensive Tutorial

The iconic 1968 Camaro RS, with its sleek lines and hidden headlights, is a dream for many classic car
enthusiasts. Restoring one to its former glory, however, requires attention to detail, and the installation of
the headlight doors is a crucial, albeit sometimes challenging, aspect of this process. This comprehensive guide
will walk you through the 1968 Camaro RS headlight door installation, covering everything from preparation to
final adjustments. We'll explore the intricacies of this process, ensuring you achieve a perfect, factory-fresh
look. Keywords like 1968 Camaro RS headlight restoration, Camaro headlight door adjustment, classic car
headlight repair, and hidden headlight mechanism will be naturally integrated throughout the guide.

Understanding Your 1968 Camaro RS Headlight Doors

Before diving into the installation, understanding the components is vital. The 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors
are a complex system of linkages, motors (if equipped with electric operation), and intricate metalwork. These
doors don't simply open and close; they execute a precise choreography, smoothly concealing the headlights when
closed and fully revealing them when open. A successful installation hinges on a careful and methodical
approach. Inspecting each component for damage or wear before starting is crucial. Replacement parts, often
available from specialized classic car parts suppliers, are readily accessible should you need them.

Preparing for 1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Installation

Proper preparation is paramount to a smooth installation. This involves several key steps:

e Gather your tools: You'll need a variety of tools, including screwdrivers (Phillips and flathead), wrenches
(metric and standard), pliers, a socket set, and potentially a torque wrench for precise tightening. A
service manual specific to your 1968 Camaro RS is invaluable, providing detailed diagrams and torque
specifications.

e Clean the area: Thoroughly clean the headlight buckets and surrounding areas. Remove any dirt, grime, or
old sealant to ensure a clean and secure installation. Removing any rust is especially important to prevent
future problems.

e Inspect the components: Carefully examine the headlight doors, linkages, motors (if applicable), and any
other related parts for damage or wear. Replace any damaged or worn parts before proceeding. This
preventative measure will save significant time and frustration later in the process.

e Test the motor (if applicable): If your 1968 Camaro RS is equipped with electric headlight doors, test the
motor's functionality before installation to ensure it's working correctly. A faulty motor can
significantly hinder the installation process, and replacing it beforehand will save you time.

Step-by-Step 1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Installation

The installation process is detailed and requires careful attention to each step. A precise sequence is
essential to achieve proper functionality and alignment. This guide provides a general overview; consult your
service manual for specific instructions and diagrams relevant to your vehicle.

1. Install the headlight door hinges: Securely mount the hinges to the headlight buckets, ensuring proper
alignment and tight fit.

2. Attach the linkages: Connect the linkages to the headlight doors and the actuating mechanism (motor or manual
lever). Ensure smooth and free movement of the linkages. Correct linkage alignment is crucial for smooth
headlight operation.

3. Install the headlight doors: Carefully position the headlight doors onto the hinges, ensuring they sit flush
with the bodywork.

4. Connect the motor (if applicable): If your car has electric headlight doors, connect the motor wiring
according to the wiring diagram in your service manual. Ensure the correct polarity is observed to avoid damage
to the motor.

5. Adjust the headlight doors: After installation, carefully adjust the headlight doors to ensure they open and
close smoothly and completely, aligning correctly with the bodywork. This might involve fine-tuning the
linkages. This step frequently requires patience and persistence to achieve perfect alignment.

6. Test the operation: Thoroughly test the operation of the headlight doors, both manually and electrically (if
applicable). Observe their movement, alignment, and overall functionality. Address any issues before proceeding.
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Troubleshooting Common 1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Issues

Even with careful installation, you might encounter some problems. These are some common issues and their
solutions:

e Binding or sticking doors: This often stems from misaligned linkages or binding parts. Carefully inspect
and adjust the linkages for smooth operation. Lubrication can also resolve some binding issues.

e Incomplete opening or closing: This usually indicates a problem with the linkages, motor (if applicable),
or a misaligned component. Carefully check each connection and alignment.

e Uneven door alignment: If the doors don't align evenly with the bodywork, readjust the hinges and linkages.
Small adjustments can make a significant difference. Pay close attention to the screws holding the hinges
and make sure they aren't stripped or damaged.

Conclusion: Achieving a Flawless Finish

Installing the headlight doors on your 1968 Camaro RS is a rewarding experience that significantly enhances the
car's appearance and functionality. Following this detailed guide, combined with diligent attention to detail,
will help you achieve a professional-looking installation. Remember that patience and precision are crucial to
success. Refer to your service manual for model-specific information. By addressing any potential issues
promptly and methodically, you can confidently enjoy the iconic look and functionality of your restored 1968
Camaro RS's hidden headlights.

FAQ: 1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Installation

Q1l: Where can I find replacement parts for my 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors?

Al: Numerous classic car parts suppliers specialize in 1968 Camaro parts. Online retailers and local classic car
parts stores are excellent resources. Always specify the year and model of your Camaro to ensure compatibility.

Q2: Can I install the headlight doors myself, or should I hire a professional?

A2: While the installation is achievable by a skilled DIY enthusiast, it's a complex process requiring
mechanical aptitude and patience. If you lack experience with classic car restoration, hiring a professional
might be advisable to avoid potential damage.

Q3: What type of sealant should I use when installing the headlight doors?

A3: Use a high-quality automotive sealant specifically designed for exterior applications and capable of
withstanding temperature fluctuations. Avoid using silicone-based sealants, as these can be difficult to remove
in the future.

Q4: How do I troubleshoot electrical issues with my 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors?

A4: Start by checking the wiring connections for loose or corroded wires. Then, test the motor itself. If the
motor is faulty, it'll need replacement. A wiring diagram is essential for tracing the electrical pathway.

Q5: My headlight doors don't open or close completely. What should I check?

A5: Check the linkages for proper adjustment and alignment. Ensure there's no binding or interference. Inspect
the motor (if applicable) for proper functionality. Sometimes, a simple lubrication of the moving parts can
resolve minor sticking issues.

Q6: How often should I lubricate the headlight door mechanisms?

A6: Regular lubrication, perhaps once or twice a year, depending on usage and climate, will help maintain smooth
operation and prevent premature wear. Use a high-quality lubricant suitable for automotive applications.

Q7: Are there different types of 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors?

A7: Yes, while the basic design remains the same, there might be minor variations depending on the trim level or
specific production run of your vehicle. Always cross-reference your parts with your vehicle's VIN to ensure
accurate compatibility.

Q8: What should I do if I damage a headlight door during installation?

A8: If you accidentally damage a headlight door during installation, you'll likely need to replace it. Contact a
classic car parts supplier to obtain a replacement part that matches your Camaro. Carefully inspect the damaged
part to determine what went wrong and prevent repeating the mistake.

1968 Camaro RS Headlight Door Installation Guide: A Detailed Walkthrough

The vintage 1968 Camaro RS is a goal for many vehicle enthusiasts. Its stylish lines and iconic hidden
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headlights are a key part of its allure. However, restoring or maintaining these outstanding headlight doors can
be a difficult task. This detailed guide will walk you through the method of installing or reinstalling your
1968 Camaro RS headlight doors, ensuring a effortless and positive outcome. We'll deconstruct the steps,
providing precise instructions and useful tips along the way.

Preparing for Installation: Gathering Your Tools and Parts
Before you start, ensure you have all the required tools and parts. This encompasses:

e Your repaired 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors. Check them thoroughly for any damage before proceeding.

e A full set of wrench — including various sizes of ratchets. You'll need a selection for various bolts and
nuts.

e Implements — both Phillips and flathead, in various sizes.

e Tongs — for managing small parts and wires.

e Electrical connectors — in case any wiring demands repair.

e Ointment — for greasing moving parts.

e Owner’s manual for your specific model year. This provides valuable guidance.

e A organized workspace is vital. Toiling in a disorganized area can lead to misplaced parts and irritation.

Step-by-Step Installation Procedure:

1. Removal of O0ld Headlight Doors (if applicable): If you're substituting existing doors, you'll first need take
out them. This typically involves removing the electrical connectors and then loosening the mounting fasteners.
Document the procedure as you go for faster reassembly.

2. Setting up the New Headlight Doors: Before installing the new doors, check them meticulously for any defects.
Add a thin film of grease to the moving parts of the apparatus to assure smooth performance.

3. Positioning and Mounting: Carefully align the new headlight doors in their respective locations on the
chassis of the vehicle. This usually demands some exactness to ensure accurate positioning. Securely fix the
doors using the mounting fasteners. Tighten them incrementally to avert damage.

4. Electrical Connections: Join the wiring connectors to the headlight doors, ensuring a secure connection.
Consult your service manual to ensure correct cable configuration.

5. Checking the Functionality: After installation, test the operation of the headlight doors. They should open
and close effortlessly. If there is any resistance, inspect the positioning and greasing.

Troubleshooting and Tips:

e If you encounter problems during fitting, refer to your owner’s manual or seek help from a experienced
mechanic.

e Invariably use the appropriate size wrenches to prevent stripping of the screws.

e Take your patience and be thorough during the procedure — a rushed task can lead to errors.

Conclusion:

Fitting 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors can be a rewarding endeavor that enhances the appeal of your classic car.
By observing the steps outlined in this manual, you can triumphantly conclude this task and enjoy the outcome.
Remember, careful readying, meticulous concentration to detail, and perseverance are key to a triumphant
fitting.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
1. Q: Can I install the headlight doors myself, or do I need professional help?

A: While it's possible to install them yourself, mechanical ability is helpful. If you're unsure about any step,
seek professional help.

2. Q: Where can I find spare headlight doors?

A: Numerous web retailers and classic vehicle parts dealers stock 1968 Camaro RS headlight doors.

3. Q: What should I do if the headlight doors don't function accurately after installation?

A: Meticulously inspect all connections and lubrication. If the issue persists, get professional advice.
4. Q: How often should I lubricate the headlight door apparatus?

A: Occasional greasing will help guarantee seamless operation. A yearly oiling is a good routine.
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