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1986 Suzuki VS700 Owners Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide

Owning a classic motorcycle like the 1986 Suzuki VS700 Intruder is a rewarding experience, but
understanding its intricacies is key to safe and enjoyable riding. This comprehensive guide serves as a
virtual 1986 Suzuki VS700 owners manual, providing crucial information for both novice and
experienced riders. We'll cover everything from routine maintenance (VS700 maintenance schedule)
to troubleshooting common issues, ensuring you get the most out of your classic cruiser. We'll also
explore the unique features of this model and delve into the resources available for finding a physical
copy of the original manual.

Understanding Your 1986 Suzuki VS700: A Classic Cruiser

The 1986 Suzuki VS700 Intruder represents a significant moment in Suzuki's history, marking the
beginning of their popular Intruder line. This 700cc V-twin engine motorcycle is known for its comfortable
riding position, smooth power delivery, and distinctive cruiser styling. Understanding the specifics
outlined in a genuine Suzuki VS700 service manual is critical for long-term ownership. This article
aims to provide much of that information, though a physical manual is always recommended.

Key Features and Specifications of the 1986 VS700

The 1986 VS700 boasted several noteworthy features for its time. Its air-cooled 700cc V-twin engine
provided ample power for cruising, while the shaft drive eliminated the need for chain maintenance. The
comfortable riding posture and low seat height made it accessible to a wider range of riders. Other key
specifications included:

e Engine: 700cc, air-cooled, V-twin

e Transmission: 5-speed

e Drive: Shaft drive

e Brakes: Front disc, rear drum

e Suspension: Telescopic front fork, swingarm rear suspension

Understanding these specifications helps you anticipate the motorcycle's performance and maintenance
needs. A thorough understanding, often found within a detailed VS700 repair manual, helps with
preventative maintenance and troubleshooting.

Routine Maintenance and Troubleshooting: Keeping Your
VS700 on the Road

Regular maintenance is paramount for prolonging the life of your 1986 Suzuki VS700. A neglected
motorcycle will quickly deteriorate. Referencing a dedicated VS700 parts manual can assist in
sourcing replacement components. Here's a simplified maintenance schedule:

e Oil Changes: Every 2,000-3,000 miles or as recommended in your owner's manual. Use the
correct weight oil specified by Suzuki.

e Air Filter Cleaning/Replacement: Every 6,000-10,000 miles, depending on riding conditions. A
clogged air filter can seriously impact performance.

e Spark Plug Inspection/Replacement: Every 12,000 miles or as needed. Worn spark plugs
significantly reduce engine efficiency.

e Carburetor Cleaning/Synchronization: Every 12,000-18,000 miles, or sooner if performance
issues arise. Proper carburetor function is crucial for smooth operation.

* Brake Inspection: Regularly check brake pad wear and fluid levels. Replace pads as necessary.

e Chain Lubrication (if applicable - though the VS700 uses shaft drive): Not applicable to the
VS700.

Troubleshooting common issues often involves methodical checks and careful attention to detail.
Problems like stalling, starting difficulties, or poor performance often point towards issues within the
carburetor, ignition system, or fuel delivery system. A thorough understanding of the bike’s systems, as
found in a complete owner's manual, is vital.

Locating a 1986 Suzuki VS700 Owners Manual

While finding an original 1986 Suzuki VS700 owners manual can be challenging, several resources
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can help:

e Online Retailers: Websites like eBay and Amazon often list vintage motorcycle manuals. Be sure
to check seller ratings and descriptions carefully.

e Motorcycle Forums and Communities: Online forums dedicated to Suzuki motorcycles or
classic bikes are great places to ask for advice or leads on where to find a manual.

e Suzuki Dealers: Although less likely, contacting Suzuki dealerships might yield results. Some may
have archived manuals or be able to point you in the right direction.

e Third-Party Reprints: Some companies specialize in reprinting vintage motorcycle manuals.
These reprints often offer a convenient and affordable alternative to original copies.

Remember, a well-maintained manual is an invaluable asset for any VS700 owner.

Conclusion

Owning a 1986 Suzuki VS700 Intruder is a rewarding experience. Understanding its operation and
maintenance through a dedicated owners manual or this comprehensive guide will extend its lifespan
and ensure years of safe, enjoyable riding. Regular maintenance, proactive troubleshooting, and access
to reliable resources are crucial to keeping this classic cruiser in peak condition. Remember, always
prioritize safety and consult with experienced mechanics when needed.

FAQ
Q1l: Where can | find a parts diagram for my 1986 Suzuki VS700?

Al: Parts diagrams are often included in the official owner's manual or can be found online through
various motorcycle parts suppliers. Searching online using terms like "1986 Suzuki V5700 parts fiche" or
"1986 Suzuki VS700 microfiche" will usually yield results. Many online retailers specializing in motorcycle
parts offer searchable databases.

Q2: My VS700 is hard to start. What could be the problem?

A2: Difficulty starting can stem from several sources: a weak battery, dirty carburetor, failing ignition
system (spark plugs, coil, etc.), or even fuel issues. Systematic troubleshooting is key. Start with the
battery, then check spark, fuel delivery, and finally the carburetor.

Q3: What type of oil should | use in my 1986 VS700?

A3: Always consult your owner's manual for the specific oil type and viscosity recommended by Suzuki
for your 1986 VS700. Using the incorrect oil can damage your engine.

Q4: How often should I lubricate the shaft drive on my VS700?

A4: The VS700 uses a sealed shaft drive, eliminating the need for regular lubrication like a chain.
However, regular inspection for leaks or unusual noises is still recommended.

Q5: Are there any known common problems with the 1986 VS700?

A5: Like any older motorcycle, the 1986 VS700 has some potential issues. Carburetor problems,
electrical gremlins, and potential issues with the aging rubber components are common. Regular
maintenance helps mitigate these problems.

Q6: Can | upgrade parts on my 1986 VS700?

AG6: Yes, many aftermarket parts are available for the V5700, including performance upgrades and
cosmetic enhancements. However, always ensure any modifications are compatible with your
motorcycle's model year and comply with local regulations.

Q7: What is the average lifespan of a 1986 Suzuki VS700 engine?

A7: With proper maintenance, a well-cared-for 1986 VS700 engine can last for many years and tens of
thousands of miles. Neglect, however, can significantly shorten its lifespan.

Q8: Where can | find a reputable mechanic specializing in classic Suzuki motorcycles?

A8: Check local motorcycle clubs or online forums for recommendations. Searching online for "classic
motorcycle repair [your location]" will also bring up potential options. Word-of-mouth recommendations
are often the most reliable.

Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to the 1986 Suzuki VS700
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Owner's Manual

The era 1986 marked a important point in motorcycle history, and the Suzuki VS700 Intruder, with its
sleek lines and powerful V-twin motor, was a key participant. Understanding your bike's inner functions
is vital for reliable and enjoyable riding. This article serves as a detailed guide to navigating the often
cryptic world of the 1986 Suzuki VS700 owner's manual, helping you unlock the secrets of its
functioning.

Understanding the Basics: A Deep Dive into the Sections

The 1986 Suzuki VS700 owner's manual isn't just a collection of phrases; it's a guide to conquering your
machine. Let's analyze down its key sections:

* Pre-Ride Checks: This important section, often overlooked, is your first line of protection against
mechanical failures. It details the necessary pre-flight examination - examining fluids (engine oil,
coolant, brake fluid), tire pressure, chain slack, and brake performance. Think of this as your pre-
flight inspection - a habit that can avoid major events.

e Starting and Riding: This section explains the procedure of starting the engine, shifting gears,
operating the friction device, and operating the ride at various speeds. It's vital to grasp the details
of throttle management, braking techniques, and cornering techniques. Analogies like steering a
boat or managing a horse can help illustrate these principles.

* Maintenance: Regular maintenance is the backbone of prolonged reliability. This section provides
a thorough schedule of maintenance duties, including oil changes, air filter swaps, chain
lubrication, and spark plug inspections. Ignoring this section could result to premature wear and
potentially costly mendings.

* Troubleshooting: Even with careful maintenance, problems can happen. This section offers a
handbook to diagnosing and resolving common issues. From a dead battery to a leaking
carburetor, understanding the essentials of problem-solving can avoid you money and frustration.

e Technical Specifications: This section includes vital information about the machine's engine,
gearbox, brakes, and other parts. This section is useful for ordering components or making more
informed decisions about maintenance.

Beyond the Manual: Practical Tips and Strategies
The owner's manual is a starting place, but it's not the final source. Consider these extra techniques:

e Join an Online Community: Connecting with other VS700 owners can provide precious insights,
recommendations, and assistance.

e Invest in a Repair Manual: A thorough repair manual will enhance the facts found in the owner's
manual, providing step-by-step instructions for more intricate repairs.

e Regular Servicing: Don't neglect regular maintenance. This will extend the longevity of your
motorcycle and avert costly fixes down the line.

Conclusion: Mastering Your Machine

The 1986 Suzuki VS700 owner's manual is more than just a guide; it's your key to understanding your
motorcycle. By carefully studying its data and implementing the tips outlined in this article, you can
guarantee a safe, enjoyable, and long-lasting partnership with your classic bike.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

* Q: Where can I find a copy of the 1986 Suzuki VS700 owner's manual?
e A: You can often find digital copies online through forums dedicated to vintage motorcycles or
through online retailers selling reproduction manuals. Check eBay or other similar marketplaces.

* Q: My owner's manual is missing pages. What should | do?

* A: Try searching online for a digital copy or contacting a Suzuki dealership for assistance. They
might be able to provide a partial replacement or point you to resources for finding the missing
information.

e Q: Can | perform all the maintenance tasks described in the manual myself?

e A: Some tasks are straightforward, while others require specialized tools and knowledge. Start with
simpler tasks and gradually progress as your confidence and skills grow. If unsure, consult a
qualified motorcycle mechanic.

* Q: How often should | change the oil in my 1986 Suzuki VS700?
e A: The owner's manual will specify the recommended oil change intervals. Typically, it will be every
few thousand miles, but always adhere to the manufacturer's recommendations.
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