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Outstanding  Maths  Lessons  EYFS:
Laying  the  Foundation  for  Future
Success
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) education sets the stage for a child's lifelong
learning journey. Within this crucial  period, outstanding maths lessons are not
merely about teaching numbers; they are about fostering a love for mathematical
thinking and developing crucial problem-solving skills. This article delves into the
key elements of creating exceptional maths lessons for EYFS children, focusing on
practical  strategies,  engaging  activities,  and  the  long-term  benefits  of  a  strong
mathematical  foundation.  We'll  explore  topics  such  as  number  recognition,
early  counting  skills,  shape  and  space,  and  measuring,  all  essential
components of outstanding maths lessons in the EYFS setting.

The  Benefits  of  Outstanding  Maths  Lessons  in
EYFS
The  benefits  of  providing  high-quality  maths  education  in  the  EYFS  extend  far
beyond simply learning to count. These early experiences shape a child's overall
cognitive development,  impacting their  future academic success and problem-
solving abilities. Here's a closer look:

Developing a Positive Attitude Towards Maths: A playful and engaging
approach to maths in the EYFS can instill  a lifelong love of the subject.
Children who enjoy maths are more likely to persevere with challenging
problems and embrace future mathematical concepts.

Boosting  Cognitive  Skills:  Mathematical  activities  stimulate  critical
thinking,  logical  reasoning,  and  problem-solving  skills.  These  skills  are
transferable to various areas of life, impacting a child's ability to approach
challenges in creative and effective ways.

Improving Numeracy Skills:  A strong foundation in early  numeracy is
crucial  for  future  academic  success.  Mastering  basic  number  concepts,
counting, and simple calculations lays the groundwork for more complex
mathematical learning in later years.

Enhancing  Problem-Solving  Abilities:  Mathematical  problem-solving
involves identifying the problem, devising a strategy, and implementing it.
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These skills are invaluable in all aspects of life, enabling children to tackle
challenges with confidence and resilience.

Promoting Communication and Collaboration:  Many maths activities
encourage children to communicate their ideas, explain their reasoning, and
collaborate with peers. This fosters social and communication skills alongside
mathematical understanding.

Practical  Strategies  for  Outstanding  Maths
Lessons in EYFS
Creating outstanding maths lessons in EYFS requires a blend of creativity, careful
planning, and a deep understanding of child development. Here are some practical
strategies:

### Making it Playful and Engaging:

Hands-on  Activities:  Use  manipulatives  like  blocks,  counters,  and
playdough to make learning tangible and fun. Children learn best through
active participation. For example, using building blocks to explore shapes
and sizes is far more engaging than simply showing pictures.

Games and Songs:  Incorporate songs, rhymes, and games to reinforce
mathematical concepts in a memorable way. Number rhymes, shape songs,
and counting games are excellent tools for enhancing learning.

Real-World  Applications:  Relate  mathematical  concepts  to  real-life
situations. For example, use measuring cups when baking, count toys when
tidying up, or use shapes to create art. This helps children see the relevance
of maths in their daily lives.

### Focusing on Key Mathematical Concepts:

Number Recognition: Use flashcards, number lines, and interactive games
to help children recognize and understand numbers.

Early  Counting  Skills:  Practice  counting  objects,  both  forwards  and
backwards, using different materials. Include activities that involve counting
sounds, steps, or movements.

Shape  and  Space:  Explore  different  shapes  and  their  properties  through
play and activities. This includes sorting shapes, building with blocks, and
recognizing shapes in the environment. For example, ask children to identify
circles, squares, and triangles in the classroom.

Measuring: Use non-standard units like blocks or hand spans to introduce
the concept of measurement. Engage in activities involving comparing sizes,
heights, and lengths.
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### Assessment and Differentiation:

Observation: Regularly observe children's mathematical understanding and
adjust your teaching accordingly. Look for signs of understanding, as well as
any areas needing additional support.

Differentiation:  Cater to individual learning styles and abilities by offering
various activities and levels of challenge. Some children might need more
support with basic concepts, while others might be ready for more complex
tasks.

Incorporating Technology in EYFS Maths Lessons
Technology can be a valuable tool in creating engaging and effective EYFS maths
lessons.  Educational  apps  and  interactive  software  can  provide  children  with
stimulating  learning  experiences.  However,  it  is  crucial  to  use  technology
judiciously and to ensure it complements, rather than replaces, hands-on learning.

Interactive whiteboards can be used to demonstrate concepts visually, while apps
can provide engaging games and activities  that  reinforce mathematical  skills.
Remember to always choose age-appropriate software and supervise children's
use of technology.

Conclusion: Fostering a Love of Maths from the
Start
Outstanding maths lessons in the EYFS are not about rushing to teach complex
algorithms;  they  are  about  creating  a  positive  and  stimulating  learning
environment  where  children  develop  a  love  for  mathematical  thinking.  By
incorporating  playful  activities,  focusing  on  key  concepts,  and  adapting  to
individual needs, educators can lay a strong foundation for future mathematical
success. Remember, the goal is to nurture a lifelong appreciation for mathematics,
enabling  children  to  confidently  approach  mathematical  challenges  throughout
their lives. By implementing these strategies and consistently focusing on the key
mathematical concepts, you can help create outstanding maths lessons that will
positively impact children's learning and development in the EYFS and beyond.

FAQ: Outstanding Maths Lessons EYFS
Q1: What are some common misconceptions about teaching maths in
EYFS?

A1: A common misconception is that early maths education should focus solely on
rote  learning  of  numbers  and  facts.  Instead,  it  should  focus  on  developing
conceptual understanding and problem-solving skills through play and exploration.
Another misconception is that young children are not capable of understanding
complex mathematical concepts. In reality, they can grasp many abstract ideas
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through hands-on activities and real-world examples.

Q2: How can I assess a child's mathematical understanding in EYFS?

A2: Assessment in EYFS should be ongoing and informal. Observe children during
play and activities, noting their understanding of numbers, shapes, and spatial
reasoning. Use checklists and anecdotal records to track their progress. Formal
testing is generally unnecessary and can be counterproductive at this age.

Q3: What resources are available to support outstanding maths lessons in
EYFS?

A3: Many resources are available, including commercially produced maths kits,
online  educational  apps,  and  teacher-created  materials.  The  Early  Years
Foundation Stage framework also provides guidance and suggestions for planning
and teaching maths.  Consult  your  local  education authority  for  specific resources
and training opportunities.

Q4:  How  can  I  differentiate  maths  activities  for  children  with  varying
abilities?

A4:  Differentiate  by  offering  various  levels  of  challenge within  the  same activity.
For example, provide some children with simpler counting tasks, while others are
presented with more complex problems. Provide additional support for children
who need it, and extension activities for those who grasp concepts quickly.

Q5: How can I involve parents in supporting their child's mathematical
development at home?

A5: Share ideas and activities with parents that they can do at home with their
children. This could involve simple counting games, baking together, or building
with blocks. Regular communication with parents about their child's progress is
essential. A newsletter or parent-teacher meeting can facilitate this.

Q6:  What  are  some  examples  of  practical  maths  activities  for  EYFS
children?

A6:  Examples include: building towers with blocks to explore height and size,
sorting  toys  by  color  and  shape,  counting  out  snacks  for  snack  time,  using
playdough to create shapes, and playing number-matching games.

Q7: How can I ensure maths lessons are inclusive and accessible for all
children in my classroom?

A7: Ensure your learning environment is adapted to meet the needs of all children.
Use visual aids, tactile materials, and adapt instructions as necessary to support
children with diverse learning styles and abilities. Consider the needs of children
with  special  educational  needs and disabilities  (SEND)  and adapt  activities  to
accommodate them.
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Q8: How can I make maths fun and engaging for children who struggle
with the subject?

A8:  Focus  on  hands-on  activities  and  games  that  build  confidence  and
understanding. Start with concrete materials and gradually move towards more
abstract  concepts.  Provide  positive  reinforcement  and  celebrate  successes.
Remember  that  patience  and  a  positive  attitude  are  key  to  helping  children
overcome maths difficulties.

Outstanding Maths Lessons: EYFS – Nurturing a
Love for Numbers from the Start
Early stages foundation phase (EYFS) is a pivotal time in a child's development. It's
the period where basic skills  are laid,  and favorable experiences shape future
learning.  When it  comes to mathematics,  this  period is  particularly important.
Outstanding  maths  lessons  in  EYFS  aren't  about  rote  learning  or  compelling
children  to  memorize  facts;  instead,  they  concentrate  on  fostering  a  innate
curiosity and a love for numbers through interactive and playful activities. This
article will examine the key components of outstanding EYFS maths lessons and
provide practical strategies for implementing them in the classroom or at home.

Creating a Foundation of Mathematical Understanding

The  EYFS  maths  curriculum  highlights  the  significance  of  practical,  hands-on
activities. Children learn best through exploration, and outstanding maths lessons
leverage this natural drive. Instead of theoretical concepts, lessons concentrate on
concrete objects and real-world situations.

Key Components of Outstanding Maths Lessons:

Concrete Materials: Using tangible materials like blocks, counters, building
blocks,  and even everyday objects  like spoons and buttons is  essential.
Children can handle these objects, imagining mathematical concepts in a
concrete way. For example, counting objects, classifying them by size or
color, and building towers demonstrates concepts of number, measurement,
and spatial reasoning.

Play-Based Learning: Incorporating maths into play is crucial. Building a
tower  and counting  the  blocks,  playing  shop and handling  money (play
money),  or  even  simply  measuring  ingredients  while  baking  are  all
successful  ways to integrate maths into everyday routines.  This  method
makes learning pleasant and dynamic, reducing anxiety and encouraging a
positive attitude towards maths.

Language and Communication:  Articulating  mathematical  concepts  is
vital. Encourage children to narrate what they are doing, using mathematical
language like "more," "less," "bigger," "smaller," and "equal." Asking open-
ended questions like, "How many blocks do you need to make the tower
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taller?" or "Which is heavier, the red block or the blue block?" encourages
mathematical thinking and communication skills.

Problem-Solving:  Presenting  age-appropriate  problems  that  require
problem-solving skills  is  fundamental.  This  could  involve puzzles,  sorting
activities, or simple word problems. The approach of problem-solving is more
important  than  finding  the  accurate  answer.  Supporting  children  to  explain
their thinking strengthens their reasoning and critical thinking abilities.

Differentiation: Recognizing that children grow at different paces is critical.
Outstanding maths  lessons  cater  to  individual  needs  by  offering  a  range of
challenges with varying levels of challenge. This ensures that every child is
engaged and can achieve success.

Assessment:  Regular  assessment  is  necessary  to  track  children's
development and identify  areas where extra support  may be necessary.
However,  assessment  should  be  informal  and  play-based,  focusing  on
observation and anecdotal notes rather than formal testing.

Implementation Strategies:

Create a stimulating math-rich environment: Incorporate mathematical
elements in your classroom or play area.  Use number lines,  charts,  and
posters to display numbers and shapes. Make use of blocks, building blocks,
and other manipulative materials.

Plan  dynamic  lessons:  Make  sure  your  lessons  are  pleasant  and
interactive. Use a variety of activities to keep children motivated.

Use a variety of teaching techniques: Don't just stick to one approach.
Explore with different ways to see what is most effective for your children.

Give  lots  of  positive  feedback:  Praise  children  for  their  effort  and
progress. Let them know that you believe in their abilities.

Collaborate with parents:  Share ideas and techniques with parents so
they can support their children's math learning at home.

Conclusion:

Outstanding maths lessons in EYFS are about fostering a love for numbers and
building a firm foundation for future mathematical understanding. By applying the
strategies  outlined  above,  educators  can  develop  a  classroom where  children
prosper mathematically and acquire a positive attitude towards this vital subject.
It’s about rendering mathematics an journey, not a chore.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: How can I make maths fun for young children? A: Use games, songs,
stories, and real-world examples. Let children explore maths through play and
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hands-on activities.

2.  Q:  What  if  a  child  struggles  with  a  specific  concept?  A:  Provide  extra
support  and  practice  using  different  methods.  Break  down  the  concept  into
smaller, more manageable parts. Don't hesitate to seek assistance from specialists
if needed.

3.  Q: How important is parental involvement?  A:  Parental  involvement is
crucial. Share activities with parents and encourage them to continue the learning
at home, even through everyday conversations and activities.

4. Q: Is it necessary to use formal worksheets? A: Not necessarily. Focus on
practical  activities  and  play-based  learning.  Formal  worksheets  can  be  used
sparingly as a supplementary tool.
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