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First Grade
I Can
Statements:
Empowering
Young
Learners

Navigating the world of
first grade can be both
exciting and challenging
for young students. One
tool that significantly
aids their learning
journey and provides a
clear framework for
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success is the use of "I
can" statements. These
simple yet powerful
statements outline
specific skills and
knowledge a child aims
to achieve, fostering a
sense of agency and
accomplishment. This
article delves into the
world of first grade I
can statements,
exploring their
benefits, effective
usage, examples, and
addressing frequently
asked questions. We'll
also touch upon related
keywords like first
grade learning
objectives, early
literacy skills, first-
grade math standards,
and classroom assessment
strategies.
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First Grade I
Can Statements

First grade I can
statements represent
measurable learning
goals expressed in a
student-centered way.
Instead of stating
abstract objectives like
"understand addition,"
an "I can" statement
focuses on the specific
skill the student will
master: "I can add two
single-digit numbers
together." This shift in
perspective empowers
students by providing
concrete, achievable
targets. It transforms
abstract concepts into
tangible actions,
promoting self-
assessment and boosting
confidence. These
statements are crucial
for effective teaching
and learning in the
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first grade.

Benefits of
Using First
Grade I Can
Statements

The advantages of
incorporating first
grade I can statements
are numerous. They offer
a personalized learning
experience, enhancing
both teacher and student
understanding of
progress.

e Increased Student
Ownership: When
students articulate
their learning
goals through "I
can" statements,
they take ownership
of their education.
This self-directed
learning fosters
intrinsic
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motivation and a
greater sense of
responsibility.

e Improved Goal
Setting: Clearly
defined goals, such
as "I can write a
simple sentence,"
provide students
with specific,
measurable targets
to strive for. This
clarity helps them
track their
progress and
celebrate
achievements.

e Enhanced
Communication: "I
can" statements
facilitate clear
communication
between teachers,
students, and
parents. Everyone
understands the
learning
objectives,
fostering a
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collaborative
approach to
learning.

o Effective
Assessment: These
statements provide
a concrete
framework for
assessing student
progress. Teachers
can easily observe
whether students
have mastered the
targeted skills,
allowing for
targeted
instruction and
support.

* Boosting
Confidence:
Achieving small,
manageable goals,
as expressed in "I
can" statements,
builds student
confidence and
reinforces a growth
mindset. This
positive
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reinforcement
encourages students
to tackle more
challenging tasks.

Effective Usage
of First Grade I
Can Statements
in the Classroom

Implementing first grade
I can statements
effectively involves
careful planning and
integration into the
classroom routine.

e Alignment with
Curriculum: Ensure
that the "I can"
statements directly
align with the
established first-
grade curriculum
and learning
objectives. This
ensures that
students are
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acquiring the
necessary skills
and knowledge.

e Student
Involvement:
Ideally, involve
students in
creating their own
"I can" statements.
This participatory
approach fosters a
sense of ownership
and empowers
students to define
their learning
journey.

e Regular Review and
Revision: Regularly
review and revise
the "I can"
statements
throughout the
year, adjusting
them as needed to
reflect student
progress and
evolving learning
needs.
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e Differentiated
Instruction:
Remember that not
all students learn
at the same pace.
Use differentiated
instruction,
creating different
levels of "I can"
statements to cater
to the varying
needs and abilities
within your
classroom.

e Display and
Monitoring: Display
the "I can"
statements in a
prominent location
in the classroom.
This serves as a
constant reminder
of learning goals
and helps students
monitor their own
progress.
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Examples of
First Grade I
Can Statements
Across Subjects

To illustrate their
practical application,
here are some examples
of first-grade "I can"
statements across
different subjects:

Reading:

e I can identify the
beginning and
ending sounds of
words.

e I can read a simple
sentence fluently.

e I can retell a
story using key
details.

e I can use context
clues to figure out
the meaning of new
words.

Writing:
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I can write my name

correctly.

eI can write a
simple sentence
with a subject and
verb.

e I can use
capitalization and
punctuation
correctly.

e I can write a short

story with a

beginning, middle,

and end.

Mathematics:

eI can count to 100
by ones, fives, and
tens.

e I can add and
subtract within 20.

e I can identify
shapes and their
attributes.

e I can measure
objects using non-
standard units.

Science:
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e I can identify the
parts of a plant.

e I can explain the
different stages of
the life cycle of a
butterfly.

e I can describe the
properties of
matter (solid,
liquid, gas).

Conclusion:
Empowering First
Graders Through
"I Can"
Statements

First grade I can
statements are
invaluable tools for
fostering a positive and
productive learning
environment. By clearly
defining learning goals
in a student-centered
way, they empower young
learners, enhance
communication, and
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facilitate effective
assessment. The benefits
extend beyond the
classroom, fostering a
love for learning and
building self-confidence
that will serve students
throughout their
educational journey. By
aligning these
statements with first-
grade learning
objectives and early
literacy skills,
teachers can create a
dynamic and engaging
learning experience that
promotes academic
success. The consistent
use of these statements,
along with strategies
for classroom
assessment, leads to
improved student
outcomes and a more
fulfilling educational
experience for everyone
involved.
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Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ)

Ql: How are first-grade
I can statements
different from learning
objectives?

Al: While both define
what students should
achieve, learning
objectives are often
broader, teacher-focused
statements. "I can"
statements are student-
centered, expressing the
same goal in a way
that's easily understood
and relatable by the
child. For instance, a
learning objective might
be "Students will
understand addition,"
while the "I can"
statement would be "I
can add two single-digit
numbers."

Q2: How often should I
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review and revise "I
can" statements?

A2: Regular review is
crucial. Ideally, review
them weekly or bi-weekly
to track progress and
adjust goals as needed.
This allows for
flexibility based on
student learning and
pacing.

Q3: How can I involve
students in the creation
of "I can" statements?

A3: Start by
brainstorming as a
class. Use visual aids,
real-life examples, and
discussions to help
students understand what
each skill entails.
Allow students to
contribute their own
ideas and refine them
collaboratively.

Q4: How do I
differentiate "I can"
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statements for students
with varying abilities?

A4: Create different
levels of "I can"
statements. For example,
for addition, one
student might aim for "I
can add two single-digit
numbers," while another
might aim for "I can
solve word problems
involving addition of
two single-digit
numbers."

Q5: How can I use "I
can" statements to
assess student progress?

A5: Observe students'
performance on tasks
directly related to the
"T can" statements. Use
anecdotal notes,
checklists, and student
self-assessments to
track mastery. This
provides formative data
to inform instruction.

First Grade I Can Statements
16



First Grade I Can Statements

Q6: Are first-grade I
can statements only for
specific subjects?

A6: No, while the
examples above focus on
core subjects, "I can"
statements can be
applied to any area of
learning, including
social-emotional skills,
classroom behavior, and
even extracurricular
activities.

Q7: What if a student
doesn't achieve an "I
can" statement?

A7: This isn't a
failure. Use it as an
opportunity to provide
additional support and
scaffolding. Revisit the
skill, break it down
into smaller steps, and
offer differentiated
instruction to help the
student achieve the
goal.
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Q8: How can I involve
parents in the use of "I
can" statements?

A8: Communicate the "I
can" statements to
parents regularly. Share
progress reports, and
encourage parents to
support their child's
learning at home by
reinforcing the skills
outlined in the
statements. You might
even send home a
simplified version for
them to utilize.

First Grade "I Can"
Statements: A Foundation
for Success

The first grade year
marks a important
transition in a child's
academic journey. It's
where the foundational
skills learned in
kindergarten are built
upon, and the beginnings
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of more complex learning
are sown. One effective
tool for charting this
progress and setting
clear goals is the use
of "I Can" statements.
These concise, student-
centered statements
describe the specific
skills and knowledge
mastered throughout the
year. This article will
investigate the
significance of first-
grade "I Can"
statements, offering
understandings into
their creation,
implementation, and
comprehensive impact on
student success.

Crafting Effective "I
Can" Statements:

The power of "I Can"
statements lies in their
ability to convert
abstract learning
objectives into specific
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and manageable goals for
young learners. They
should be phrased in
simple, child-friendly
language, focusing on
what the student will be
able to accomplish by
the end of the year. For
instance, instead of a
vague statement like
"Understand addition," a
more effective "I Can"
statement would be "I
can add two single-digit
numbers together." This
exactness is crucial for
both the student and the
teacher.

Here are some essential
considerations when
developing first-grade
"I Can" statements:

e Focus on observable
behaviors:
Statements should
illustrate actions
that can be
directly seen and
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evaluated. For
example, "I can
write my name
correctly" is more
observable than "I
understand
writing."

e Use positive
language: Frame
statements in a
positive and
encouraging manner.
Avoid negative
phrasing like "I
won't make spelling
mistakes."

e Align with
curriculum
standards: Ensure
statements mirror
the learning goals
outlined in the
first-grade
curriculum.

e Break down complex
skills: Divide
larger skills into
smaller, manageable
steps. For example,
"I can read a
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simple story aloud
with fluency" might
be broken down into
"I can read a
simple sentence
correctly" and "I
can read a
paragraph with
appropriate
pacing."

» Regular review and
revision: The "I
Can" statements
should be reviewed
regularly and
adjusted as needed
to reflect the
student's
development.

Domains Covered by First
Grade "I Can"
Statements:

First-grade "I Can"
statements typically
cover a extensive range
of subjects, including:

e Literacy: Reading
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comprehension,
phonics, spelling,
writing stories,
oral communication.
Examples: "I can
identify the main
idea in a short
story," "I can
sound out words
using phonics
rules," "I can
write a simple
sentence with
correct
punctuation."”

e Mathematics: Number
sense, addition,
subtraction,
shapes,
measurement.
Examples: "I can
count to 100," "I
can solve simple
addition problems,"
"I can identify
basic shapes."

e Science: Basic
scientific
concepts, inquiry
skills. Examples:

First Grade I Can Statements
23



First Grade I Can Statements

"I can describe the
life cycle of a
plant," "I can make
observations about
the weather."

e Social Studies:
Basic understanding
of community,
geography.
Examples: "I can
identify the
different roles in

my community," "I
can locate my state
on a map."

e Social-Emotional
Learning: Self-
regulation,
empathy, problem-
solving. Examples:
"I can follow
classroom rules,"
"I can share with
others," "I can
solve simple
conflicts
peacefully."

Practical Implementation
and Benefits:
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"I Can" statements are
not merely a list of
skills; they are a
dynamic tool to be used
throughout the year.
Teachers can incorporate
them into lesson
planning, grading, and
student-teacher
conversations. They can
be displayed in the
classroom, incorporated
into student portfolios,
and used during parent-
teacher conferences.

The benefits of using "I
Can" statements are
substantial:

e Increased student
motivation: They
empower students by
highlighting their
successes and
setting realistic
goals.

e Improved self-
assessment:
Students can track
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their own progress
and identify areas
where they need

additional support.

e Enhanced
communication: They
provide a
transparent
framework for
communication
between teachers,
students, and
parents.

e More targeted
instruction:
Teachers can use
the statements to
modify instruction
to meet the
specific needs of
individual
students.

» Data-driven
decision making:
They provide
valuable data to
inform
instructional
decisions and
monitor student
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development.
Conclusion:

First-grade "I Can"
statements represent a
powerful tool for
fostering student
achievement and building
a strong foundation for
future learning. By
setting clear,
attainable goals and
promoting self-
assessment, these
statements empower young
learners and enhance the
overall productivity of
the educational process.
Their implementation
requires thoughtful
planning and consistent
monitoring, but the
benefits are well worth
the work.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs):

Ql: How often should "I
Can" statements be
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reviewed and updated?

Al: Ideally, "I Can"
statements should be
reviewed at least
monthly, or more
frequently, depending on
student development.
Adjustments should be
made as needed to show
the student's learning
journey.

Q2: Can parents be
involved in the "I Can"
statement process?

A2: Absolutely!
Involving parents by
discussing the
statements and student
progress can strengthen
the home-school
connection and assist
student learning.

Q3: Are "I Can"
statements suitable for
all students?

A3: Yes, "I Can"

First Grade I Can Statements
28



First Grade I Can Statements

statements can be
modified to meet the
needs of all students,
including those with
IEPs. The key is to use
simple, accessible
language and break down
skills into smaller,
attainable steps.

Q4: How can I assess
student progress on "I
Can" statements?

A4: Assessment can
involve a number of
methods, including
observations, classroom
assignments, projects,
and formal and informal
assessments. The goal is
to gather evidence to
prove whether the
student can regularly
perform the skills
outlined in the
statement.
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