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Slovenia, a member of the
European Union, adheres to EU
competition law principles while
also maintaining its own national
legislation to regulate anti-
competitive practices.
Understanding Slovenian
competition law is crucial for
businesses operating within the
country, both domestic and
international. This comprehensive
guide delves into the key aspects



Competition Law In Slovenia

Competition Law In Slovenia
2

of this legal framework,
addressing crucial areas like
cartels, abuse of dominance,
and merger control. We will also
explore the role of the Slovenian
Competition Protection Agency
(hereinafter referred to as the
AGSO) and offer insights into
navigating the complexities of this
legal landscape.

Introduction to
Competition Law in
Slovenia
Slovenia's competition law regime
mirrors the EU's overarching goal
of fostering a competitive market
environment. This is achieved
primarily through the prohibition
of anti-competitive agreements
(cartels), the prevention of abuse
of a dominant market position,
and the control of mergers and
acquisitions that could
significantly impede competition.
The legal basis rests upon the
Competition Protection Act (ZVP),
harmonized with EU regulations
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like Articles 101 and 102 of the
Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU). The
AGSO is the primary authority
responsible for enforcing this
legislation.

Key Aspects of
Slovenian
Competition Law
### Cartels and Anti-Competitive
Agreements

Agreements between competitors
that restrict competition are
strictly prohibited under Slovenian
law. These include cartels, which
are agreements between
companies to fix prices, limit
output, allocate markets, or rig
bids. Such agreements are
considered *per se* illegal,
meaning no further investigation
into their effects on the market is
needed for a finding of illegality.
Penalties for participating in
cartels can be substantial,
including significant fines and
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even criminal prosecution.
Examples of prohibited practices
include price-fixing among fuel
retailers or coordinated bidding in
public procurement tenders.
Understanding the nuances of
Slovenian cartel law is paramount
for businesses to avoid potentially
devastating penalties.

### Abuse of Dominance

The ZVP also prohibits the abuse
of a dominant market position. A
company is considered dominant if
it holds significant market power,
allowing it to act independently of
its competitors, customers, and
consumers. Abuse of dominance
can manifest in various ways,
including predatory pricing,
refusal to supply, discriminatory
pricing, and tying or bundling of
products. The AGSO carefully
assesses a company's market
share, barriers to entry, and the
potential impact of its actions on
competition when investigating
alleged abuse of dominance. For
instance, a large
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telecommunications company
might face scrutiny if it engages in
practices that unfairly exclude
smaller competitors. This area of
Slovenian competition law
requires a thorough
understanding of market dynamics
and potential anti-competitive
behaviors.

### Merger Control in Slovenia

Mergers and acquisitions that
could significantly impede
effective competition are subject
to mandatory notification and
approval by the AGSO. This
merger control process involves
assessing the impact of the
proposed merger on market
structure, concentration, and
competition. The AGSO employs
various analytical tools, including
market definition, concentration
thresholds, and competitive
assessments, to determine
whether a merger should be
approved or prohibited.
Transactions exceeding specific
turnover thresholds must be
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notified in advance. Failure to
comply can result in significant
fines and potential delays or even
blocking of the merger. This
aspect of Slovenian competition
law is crucial for businesses
planning significant acquisitions
or mergers within the Slovenian
market.

The Role of the
AGSO
The Agency for the Protection of
Competition (AGSO) is the
principal authority responsible for
enforcing Slovenian competition
law. Its responsibilities encompass
investigating alleged
infringements, imposing sanctions,
and providing guidance to
businesses. The AGSO actively
monitors market developments,
receives complaints, and conducts
investigations. Its decisions can be
appealed through the
administrative and judicial
systems. Effective communication
and cooperation with the AGSO
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are essential for businesses to
navigate the complexities of
Slovenian competition law and
avoid potential legal issues. The
agency's website provides
valuable resources and guidelines
for businesses.

Navigating
Slovenian
Competition Law:
Practical
Implications for
Businesses
Understanding and complying
with Slovenian competition law is
essential for all businesses
operating within the country. This
includes staying informed about
current regulations, conducting
internal compliance programs,
and seeking legal advice when
necessary. Proactive measures
like internal training on
competition law principles,
regular reviews of business
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practices, and establishing
effective compliance mechanisms
can help businesses avoid
potential legal pitfalls and
maintain a strong competitive
position. The potential penalties
for non-compliance are significant,
making proactive compliance a
prudent business strategy.
Furthermore, seeking professional
legal counsel specializing in
Slovenian competition law is
highly recommended, particularly
for larger mergers or acquisitions,
and when facing a potential
competition investigation.

Conclusion
Slovenian competition law, aligned
with EU principles, plays a vital
role in maintaining a fair and
competitive market environment.
Understanding the key aspects of
this legal framework, including
prohibitions on cartels, abuse of
dominance, and merger control
regulations, is crucial for
businesses to operate legally and
ethically within the Slovenian



Competition Law In Slovenia

Competition Law In Slovenia
9

market. Proactive compliance,
informed decision-making, and
seeking professional advice when
needed are crucial for ensuring
long-term success in Slovenia's
dynamic business landscape.

FAQ
Q1: What are the penalties for
violating Slovenian
competition law?

A1: Penalties can be significant
and vary depending on the
severity of the infringement. They
can include substantial fines,
corrective measures, and in some
cases, even criminal prosecution.
The AGSO determines the
appropriate penalty based on
factors such as the duration of the
infringement, the impact on the
market, and the level of
cooperation shown by the
infringing company.

Q2: How do I report a potential
violation of Slovenian
competition law?
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A2: You can report a potential
violation to the AGSO directly
through their official channels,
typically found on their website.
The AGSO has procedures for
handling complaints and conducts
confidential investigations into
reported infringements.

Q3: Does Slovenian
competition law apply to all
businesses operating in
Slovenia?

A3: Yes, Slovenian competition
law applies to all businesses
operating in Slovenia, regardless
of their size or nationality. This
includes both domestic companies
and those operating within the
country through subsidiaries or
branches.

Q4: What is the role of the
European Commission in
relation to Slovenian
competition law?

A4: While Slovenia enforces its
own national competition law, the
European Commission also has
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jurisdiction over competition
matters within the EU. In certain
cases, the Commission may take
action on matters that affect the
entire EU market, even if the
actions originate in Slovenia.
However, the AGSO remains the
primary enforcer of national
competition law within Slovenian
borders.

Q5: Are there any exemptions
to Slovenian competition law?

A5: Yes, certain exemptions may
apply in specific circumstances,
such as those involving
agreements that promote
innovation, efficiency, or
consumer welfare. However, such
exemptions are subject to strict
conditions and require a careful
assessment by the AGSO.

Q6: How can I access further
information on Slovenian
competition law?

A6: The official website of the
AGSO is an excellent resource.
Additionally, legal professionals
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specializing in competition law in
Slovenia can provide expert
guidance and interpretation of the
relevant legislation and case law.

Q7: What is the process for
appealing a decision by the
AGSO?

A7: Decisions made by the AGSO
can be appealed through the
administrative and judicial
systems, following established
procedures outlined in Slovenian
law. This typically involves filing
an appeal within a specified
timeframe and presenting
evidence to support the appeal.

Q8: How does Slovenian
competition law differ from
that of other EU member
states?

A8: While largely harmonized with
EU law, minor differences can
exist in national implementation
details, enforcement practices,
and specific national context
considerations. However, the core
principles of prohibiting cartels,
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abuse of dominance, and
regulating mergers remain
consistent across EU member
states.

Competition Law in Slovenia: A
Comprehensive Overview

Slovenia, a dynamic member of
the European Union, possesses a
robust structure of competition
law designed to cultivate a
competitive market environment.
This piece will examine the key
elements of Slovenian competition
law, underlining its alignment
with EU law and its practical
consequences for businesses
operating within the nation.

The cornerstone of Slovenian
competition law lies firmly within
the EU's competition rules. The
central principles of prohibiting
unfair agreements, abuse of a
dominant market position, and
monitoring mergers and
acquisitions are mirrored in
Slovenian legislation. The primary
law is the Competition Protection
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Act (the Act), which incorporates
these principles and provides the
authority to the Slovenian
Competition Protection Agency
(the Agency) to enforce them.

The Authority's duties are
extensive, encompassing
investigations into potential
infringements, levying fines for
transgressions, and authorizing
mergers and acquisitions that
could restrict competition.
Comparable to its EU equivalent,
the Agency utilizes a multifaceted
approach, integrating proactive
measures like merger control with
ex-post measures such as
investigations into unfair
practices.

A substantial area of attention for
the Agency is combating cartels.
Cartels, which involve
arrangements between competing
businesses to manipulate prices,
curtail output, or allocate markets,
are considered a particularly
serious infringement of
competition law. The Authority



Competition Law In Slovenia

Competition Law In Slovenia
15

diligently investigates suspected
cartels and inflicts significant
fines to prevent such behaviour.
For instance, in a recent case, the
Agency fined several businesses in
the building industry for colluding
on bids for public works.

Another key aspect of Slovenian
competition law is the regulation
of mergers and acquisitions. The
Authority reviews mergers and
acquisitions that top certain limits
in terms of turnover or market
share. The objective is to block
mergers that could substantially
lessen competition. The Authority
evaluates the potential impact of
the merger on competition, taking
into regard factors such as market
saturation, the commercial power
of the participating parties, and
the possible for innovation. If the
merger is considered to be
detrimental, the Agency can
prohibit it or introduce conditions
to reduce the negative effects.

Additionally, the Authority actively
engages in instruction and
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awareness-raising activities to
help businesses understand their
obligations under competition law.
This encompasses furnishing
advice on compliance, conducting
workshops and seminars, and
releasing instructive materials.

In conclusion, Slovenian
competition law performs a vital
role in ensuring a fair and
dynamic market. Its close
relationship with EU competition
law ensures a harmonized method
across the EU internal market.
The Authority's vigorous
enforcement and educational
initiatives further contribute to a
vibrant market environment in
Slovenia.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

Q1: What happens if a company
violates Slovenian competition
law?

A1: The Slovenian Competition
Protection Agency can impose
significant fines, potentially
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reaching millions of Euros,
depending on the severity of the
violation. They can also issue
cease-and-desist orders requiring
the company to stop the anti-
competitive behaviour.

Q2: How does Slovenian
competition law affect small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs)?

A2: SMEs are subject to the same
competition rules as larger
companies. However, the Agency
often takes into account the size
and resources of SMEs when
considering enforcement actions.
The Agency also provides
guidance and support to help
SMEs understand and comply with
competition rules.

Q3: Can I appeal a decision
made by the Slovenian
Competition Protection
Agency?

A3: Yes, decisions made by the
Agency can be appealed through
the Slovenian court system.
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Q4: How can I get more
information about Slovenian
competition law?

A4: The Agency's website provides
detailed information on
competition law, including the
Competition Protection Act,
guidelines, and decisions. You can
also contact the Agency directly
for assistance.
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