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Mastering Fractions,
Decimals, and Percents for
GMAT Success: A Deep Dive
into the Manhattan Prep
Strategy Guide

Conquering the GMAT requires a multifaceted approach, and
a strong foundation in quantitative reasoning is paramount. A
significant portion of the GMAT quant section tests your
understanding and manipulation of fractions, decimals, and
percents. This article delves into the effectiveness of the
Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guide on this crucial topic,
offering insights into its content, methodology, and practical
application. We'll explore how the guide helps you master
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these fundamental concepts, transforming them from potential
stumbling blocks into powerful tools for achieving a high
score. This comprehensive guide will cover key strategies for
*GMAT fraction problems*, *decimal conversions for the
GMAT*, and efficient *percent calculations for GMAT
success*.

Understanding the Manhattan Prep
Approach

The Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guides are renowned for
their structured, concise, and highly effective approach to
GMAT preparation. The guide dedicated to fractions, decimals,
and percents follows this tradition, focusing on developing
conceptual understanding alongside practical problem-solving
skills. Unlike many resources that simply present formulas,
Manhattan Prep emphasizes the underlying logic and
relationships between these mathematical concepts. This
allows for a deeper, more intuitive grasp, crucial for tackling
the often-complex problems encountered on the GMAT.

##+# Key Features of the Fraction, Decimal, and Percent
Guide:

* Clear Explanations: The guide avoids overwhelming
jargon, explaining concepts clearly and concisely with
numerous examples.

 Strategic Problem-Solving Techniques: It introduces
efficient methods for approaching problems, focusing on
shortcuts and avoiding time-consuming calculations.
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e Practice Problems: A substantial number of practice
problems, ranging in difficulty, allow you to test your
understanding and identify areas needing further
attention. These problems are designed to mimic the
style and difficulty level of actual GMAT questions.

e Comprehensive Review: The guide provides a
thorough review of all essential concepts, from basic
arithmetic to more advanced applications like weighted
averages and ratio problems.

e In-depth explanations of solutions: Manhattan Prep
doesn't just give you the answers; it provides detailed
explanations for every problem, walking you through the
logical steps and highlighting common pitfalls to avoid.

Benefits of Using the Manhattan Prep
Guide

The benefits of using the Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy
Guide for fractions, decimals, and percents extend beyond
simply learning the material. It equips you with the skills and
strategies necessary to tackle these concepts efficiently and
accurately under the pressure of the GMAT exam.

e Improved Accuracy: By understanding the underlying
principles, you significantly reduce the chances of
making careless errors.

e Increased Speed: The guide's emphasis on efficient
problem-solving techniques allows you to tackle
questions more quickly. Time management is crucial on
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the GMAT.

e Enhanced Confidence: Mastering these fundamental
concepts builds confidence, enabling you to approach
more challenging quantitative questions with assurance.

e Strategic Approach: The guide doesn't just teach you
how to solve problems; it teaches you *how to think*
strategically about GMAT math problems. This is
invaluable for tackling complex, multi-step problems
efficiently.

e Targeted Practice: The targeted practice problems
specifically address the types of questions you'll see on
the GMAT, ensuring you're well-prepared for the actual
test.

Practical Implementation and
Strategies

The Manhattan Prep guide doesn't just present information
passively; it actively encourages a hands-on, practice-oriented
approach. Effective usage involves:

e Thorough Reading: Carefully read each section,
paying close attention to the explanations and examples.

e Active Problem Solving: Work through every practice
problem, focusing on understanding the solution
process, not just getting the right answer.

» Identifying Weaknesses: Identify areas where you
struggle and revisit those sections for further
clarification.
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e Utilizing the Official GMAT Guide: Complement the
Manhattan Prep guide with the Official Guide for GMAT
Review to get a sense of the actual GMAT question types
and difficulty levels.

e Regular Review: Regularly review the concepts and
practice problems to reinforce your understanding and
maintain fluency.

Addressing Common GMAT
Challenges with the Guide

The GMAT often presents seemingly simple problems that can
be deceptively challenging. The Manhattan Prep guide helps
you navigate these challenges by:

e Focusing on Efficient Calculation: Many GMAT
problems don't require complex calculations. The guide
teaches you how to estimate, simplify, and strategically
manipulate numbers to arrive at the solution efficiently.

e Mastering Ratio and Proportion: Ratio and
proportion problems are frequently encountered. The
guide provides effective strategies for solving them
quickly and accurately.

e Understanding Weighted Averages: Weighted
averages can be tricky. The guide breaks down this
concept and provides clear methods for calculating them
correctly.

 Working with Percentages: The guide provides
techniques to solve percentage-related problems
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efficiently, including percentage change, percentage
increase/decrease, and percentage application.

Conclusion

The Manhattan Prep GMAT Strategy Guide on fractions,
decimals, and percents is a valuable resource for anyone
aiming to achieve a high GMAT score. Its clear explanations,
strategic problem-solving techniques, and extensive practice
problems make it an effective tool for building a strong
foundation in these essential mathematical concepts. By
mastering these fundamentals, you'll not only improve your
quantitative reasoning score but also gain the confidence to
tackle the more challenging problems encountered on the
GMAT. Remember, consistent practice and a focus on
understanding the underlying principles are key to success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Is the Manhattan Prep guide sufficient for
mastering fractions, decimals, and percents for the
GMAT?

Al: While the guide provides a comprehensive foundation, it's
best used in conjunction with other GMAT prep materials.
Supplementing it with practice questions from the Official
Guide and other reputable sources will ensure comprehensive
preparation.

Q2: How much time should I allocate to studying this
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section using the Manhattan Prep guide?

A2: The time required depends on your existing mathematical
skills. However, allocating at least 2-3 weeks of focused study,
working through all the examples and practice problems,
should be sufficient for most students.

Q3: Are there any specific strategies for tackling word
problems involving fractions, decimals, and percents?

A3: Yes, the Manhattan Prep guide emphasizes translating
word problems into mathematical equations. It teaches you
how to identify key information, translate words into
mathematical symbols, and systematically solve the resulting
equations.

Q4: What are some common mistakes students make
with these concepts on the GMAT?

A4: Common mistakes include careless errors in calculation,
misinterpreting word problems, and failing to recognize
efficient problem-solving techniques. The Manhattan Prep
guide highlights these potential pitfalls and teaches you how
to avoid them.

Q5: Can I use this guide even if my math skills are weak?

A5: Absolutely. The Manhattan Prep guide is designed to be
accessible to students with varying levels of mathematical
background. It starts with fundamental concepts and
progressively builds up to more advanced topics.
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Q6: How does this guide compare to other GMAT prep
materials covering the same topics?

A6: Compared to other guides, Manhattan Prep stands out for
its clear, concise explanations and its emphasis on strategic
problem-solving. It focuses on efficient techniques tailored to
the GMAT, rather than just rote memorization.

Q7: Is there a focus on calculator use in this guide?

A7: While the guide acknowledges the use of calculators on
the GMAT, it emphasizes developing mental math skills and
efficient calculation techniques to minimize reliance on a
calculator, particularly for faster problem-solving.

Q8: What if I get stuck on a problem in the guide?

A8: The guide provides detailed solutions for every problem. If
you're still stuck, consider seeking help from a tutor or online
GMAT community forums. Understanding the *why* behind
the solution is crucial, not just getting the right answer.

Conquer the GMAT: Mastering
Fractions, Decimals, and Percents
with Manhattan Prep

The GMAT Quantitative section can feel like a daunting
obstacle for many candidates. However, a solid grasp of
fundamental concepts, like fractions, decimals, and percents,
forms the base of triumph. This article delves into the
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excellent resources presented by Manhattan Prep's GMAT
Strategy Guides, specifically focusing on their approach to
mastering these core arithmetic implements. We'll examine
how their strategies can aid you confront the GMAT's tricky
questions with assurance and speed.

Understanding the Manhattan Prep Approach

Manhattan Prep's GMAT Strategy Guides are renowned for
their lucid explanations, targeted strategies, and ample
practice exercises. Their handling of fractions, decimals, and
percents isn't just about rote memorization; it's about
fostering an instinctive understanding of the links between
these diverse expressions of numbers.

The guides emphasize building a solid base before progressing
to more complicated questions. They deconstruct principles
into understandable segments, making even difficult matters
understandable to learners of all backgrounds.

Key Strategies Highlighted in the Guides:

» Conversion Mastery: The guides strongly recommend
the ability to easily transform between fractions,
decimals, and percents. This versatility is crucial for
answering problems efficiently. They offer numerous
practice exercises to hone this skill.

e Fraction Simplification: The ability to simplify
fractions is essential for efficiency and precision. The
guides instruct effective techniques for finding the
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greatest common divisor and simplifying fractions to
their lowest terms.

e Decimal Operations: The guides illustrate simple
methods for carrying out arithmetic operations with
decimals, emphasizing the importance of place value.

e Percent Problems: The guides systematically address
various types of percent questions, including percent
increase/decrease, percent change, and questions
relating to percentages of a whole. They introduce
powerful strategies such as using the "percent equation"
and constructing proportions.

e Strategic Estimation: The GMAT commonly allows for
estimation as a helpful tool to exclude incorrect answer
choices. Manhattan Prep instructs successful estimation
methods to reduce time and increase accuracy.

Practical Application and Implementation Strategies

The best way to benefit from Manhattan Prep's advice is to
actively participate in the information. Don't just read the
manual; complete all the practice exercises. Focus on grasping
the underlying ideas rather than simply memorizing equations.

Regular practice is crucial. Commence with simpler exercises
and progressively raise the difficulty level. Use the
explanations to understand your blunders and better your
method.

Conclusion
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Manhattan Prep's GMAT Strategy Guides present an precious
resource for conquering fractions, decimals, and percents. By
centering on a complete grasp of concepts and providing
effective strategies, the guides prepare you with the
implements you require to succeed on the GMAT. Bear in mind
that consistent practice and active engagement are essential
for achievement.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: Are these guides suitable for all GMAT aspirants?

A: Yes, the guides accommodate a wide variety of proficiency
levels, from beginners to those seeking a top score.

2. Q: How much time should I dedicate to dominating
these concepts?

A: The time required will vary according to your current
proficiency level and learning style. However, dedicating
consistent study time is more vital than the total hours.

3. Q: Can I use these guides alongside other study
materials?

A: Absolutely. These guides complement other study materials
and can be used as part of a comprehensive GMAT
preparation plan.

4. Q: Are there practice tests incorporated in the guides?
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A: While the guides themselves include numerous practice
questions, Manhattan Prep also provides distinct practice tests
as part of their comprehensive GMAT preparation offerings.
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